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SUBJECT: GATT WORKING PARTY ON ROMANIAN CUSTOMS TARIFF 

REF: A. STATE 38692 B. GENEVA 1275 

1. SUMMARY: THE EC, WHILE SHARING US OBJECTIVES WITH REGARD 
TO THE ROMANIAN TARIFF, WISHES TO PRESERVE A LEGAL BASIS FOR 
ITS QRS ON ROMANIAN TRADE, AND STILL WOULD LIKE AN EXPLICIT 
STATEMENT IN THE WORKING PARTY REPORT THAT A TARIFF PLAYS 
AN ESSENTIALLY DIFFERENT ROLE FOR A SOCIALIST COUNTRY. THE 
COMMISSION SEES THE POSSIBILITY, HOWEVER, OF A COMMON US-EC 
POSITION REGARDING THE DESIRED OUTCOME OF THE WORKING PARTY. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. A MISSION OFFICER ON FEBRUARY 25 DISCUSSED WITH KLEIN, 

THE EC COMMISSION DIRECTOR RESPONSIBLE FOR RELATIONS WITH 
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES, THE US POSITION AND ATTITUDE REGARDING 
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THE ROMANIAN TARIFF AS GIVEN IN REF A. KLEIN EXPRESSED 
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APPRECIATION FOR THE INFORMATION. HE WELCOMED, PARTICULARLY, 
THE FORMULATION IN REFTEL, THAT THE ROMANIAN TARIFF "HAS 
SOME BUT NOT DETERMINING EFFECT ON ROMANIA’S FOREIGN TRADE". 
HE ALSO APPLAUDED THE QUALIFICATION THAT THE US IN ACCEPTING 
THE STATEMENT THAT THE TARIFF HAS A ROLE, WOULD DO SO ON 
THE CLEAR UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS STATEMENT WOULD NOT BE 
CONSTRUED AS A BASIS FOR NEGOTIATION IN GATT OF BINDINGS 
AND REDUCTIONS IN DUTIES. 

3. THE COMMISSION, HOWEVER, WHILE SHARING US OBJECTIVES 
AND ATTITUDES, HAS ADDITIONAL OBJECTIVES. IT WANTS TO 
PRESERVE THE VALIDITY NOT JUST OF ANNEX B TO THE PROTOCOL 
OF ROMANIAN ACCESSION, BUT OF THE ENTIRE PROTOCOL, SO AS 

TO MAINTAIN LEGAL COVER FOR THE CONTINUED USE OF QRS ON IM- 
PORTS FROM ROMANIA. SECONDLY, THE COMMISSION UP TO NOW HAS 
CONSIDERED THAT IF A STATEMENT WERE TO BE MADE IN THE 
WORKING PARTY'S REPORT THAT THE ROMANIAN TARIFF PLAYS SOME 
ROLE, THIS STATEMENT SHOULD BE PRECEDED BY AN EXPLICIT 
STATEMENT THAT THE ROLE OF A TARIFF IS DIFFERENT FOR 
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES FROM THE ROLE IT PLAYS FOR MARKET-ECONOMY 
COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, KLEIN INDICATED THAT IT MIGHT BE POS- 
SIBLE TO ROLL THIS STATEMENT INTO THE ONE WHICH NOTES THAT 
THE ROMANIAN TARIFF HAS "SOME BUT NOT DETERMINING EFFECT". 

4. KLEIN WOUND UP THE MEETING BY STATING HIS VIEW THAT 
FURTHER US-EC EXCHANGES MIGHT MAKE POSSIBLE A COMMON POSI- 
TION ON THIS ISSUE. WE INFORMED HIM THAT A SIMILAR MEETING 
WAS TO TAKE PLACE BETWEEN THE US AND EC MISSIONS IN GENEVA, 

AND HE SAID HE WOULD BRIEF KWAN ON OUR SESSION. (ON 

FEB. 26 WELLENSTEIN, THE COMMISSION'S DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR 
EXTERNAL RELATIONS, WHO HAS TAKEN A PERSONAL INTEREST IN 
THIS SUBJECT, THANKED US FOR THE BRIEFING, 

AND SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE TWO GENEVA MISSIONS WOULD 
BE GETTING TOGETHER VERY SHORTLY.) 

5. IN THE COURSE OF OUR DISCUSSION WE TOLD KLEIN WE 
UNDERSTOOD THAT THE EC AND ROMANIA HAD JOINTLY SUGGESTED 
THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE WP MEETING. KLEIN RESPONDED THAT 
THE ROMANIANS HAD SUGGESTED A POSTPONEMENT TO PERMIT 
THEM TO DO SOME LOBBYING. THE EC HAD SIMPLY GONE ALONG 
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WITH THE ROMANIAN SUGGESTION. KLEIN ADMITTED THAT IT WAS 
CONVENIENT FOR THE EC TO DO SO, BUT HE EXPRESSED SOME 
AMUSED IRRITATION AT WHAT HE REGARDED AS TYPICAL ROMANIAN 
MISREPRESENTATION OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED, AND HE WARNED OF 
THE POTENTIAL DANGERS IN THE ROMANIAN LOBBYING EFFORT. HE 
NOTED, AS AN EXAMPLE, THAT THEY HAD BEEN ABLE TO GET THE 
SWISS AT ONE STAGE TO AGREE THAT THE ROMANIAN TARIFF 
PLAYED A "DETERMINING" ROLE. MYERSON 
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